
Fallston Community Advisory Board 

Comments Regarding HarfordNEXT Proposed Master Plan 

March 23, 2016 

 

In fulfilling the mission of the Fallston Community Advisory Board our members have extensively 

reviewed the HarfordNEXT –A Master Plan for the Next Generation (the Plan) document as proposed, 

and have taken into consideration the comments and viewpoints of residents from throughout the 

Fallston community. After much deliberation the following is what we believe is the consensus of the 

citizens and our members. 

The item within the Plan that evoked the greatest concern and discussion among our members and the 

community is the expansion of the development envelope in the Fallston community to include an 

additional 40.8 acres south of MD. 152 and east of (adjacent to) MD 147. The 40.8 acres in question are 

located within and adjacent to properties that are zoned and occupied as residential and agricultural at 

this time. The overwhelming desire of the community is to have this proposed expansion of the 

development envelope removed from the Plan. It is the consensus of this Board that the potential for 

future rezoning of this area to a business classification is completely out of character for the community. 

Successful rezoning of this property would allow commercial development in a location which is 

currently facing struggles with traffic congestion and safety issues on the state highways that are 

expected to worsen with nearby residential and commercial development that is now in progress. This 

Board is sensitive to the needs of the residents MD 152 in this area that may be experiencing septic 

system failures. We believe that there are remedies for these residents, working through the Health 

Department, which allow an expansion of public sewer service when needed without expanding the 

development envelope. The Board would rather see efforts made to support redevelopment of the Bel 

Air Road commercial corridor which is already zoned for business uses south of MD. 152 to Reckord 

Road, to include incentives for developers. 

The proposal in the Plan to allow for commercial activities at the Park and Ride locations in exchange for 

vendor support of the Park and Ride also drew criticism from the Fallston community and this Board. 

These locations are state owned and while we favor jurisdictional partnerships (county/state) to achieve 

a goal we do not feel that there is sufficient information provided in the Plan that would make this a 

desirable endeavor for the Fallston community. 

There are several recurring challenges that the Fallston community has been facing which are addressed 

in the Plan. We appreciate that the Plan addresses intrusive lighting issues as we have struggled with 

this problem at our recreational locations as well as commercial locations that abut residential 

properties.  We are also experiencing more severe and frequent flooding issues during periods of heavy 

rain that we feel are the result of increased development in the area. While voluntary efforts to achieve 

solutions that address this issue are included in the Plan (CPA 3.7 and 3.8) as the County approves future 

development these flooding issues should be taken into consideration and the County should require 

that remedies be provided through infrastructure improvements. 

 


